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Patricia Fleming Gallery is delighted to be participating in this year’s NADA House on

Governors Island with a presentation of Glasgow based artist-filmmaker Tako Taal’s work.

Halo Nevus, is a beautifully urgent film that has as a protagonist the artist’s birthmark. The

film follows the process of the birthmark’s depigmentation and dissipation over the course

of five years - a white ring is formed around its dark brown pigment, causing it to fade slowly.

Using this powerful metaphor, Taal explores the yearning for a home country in a critical and

pivotal moment of civic rupture. The film maps the incremental movement of the birthmark,

shifting and overlapping with domestic routines. Borrowing from Gambian folklore, the work

looks to matrilineal relationships and the boundaries that shape national identities.

https://www.newartdealers.org/programs/nada-house/about


Halo Nevus’ ‘visceral universality’ is found in the use of the body in its ever changing capacity,

drawing associations to how identities are inherited, created and erased. As curator Seán

Elder writes in an accompanying text for the work, ‘the nature of change and “now-ness” insists

that we shift our gaze constantly between historical context(s), the realities of contemporaneity, and

the fictive space of the future.’ By presenting the work in the context of this exhibition, the

narrative is expanding to touch upon the colonial history of Governors Island, and how it has

shaped its presence and use over the years.

-

About the artist

Tako Taal is an artist-filmmaker living in Glasgow. At stake in her artistic practice are the

psychic structures of colonial relations and the question of how vivid they remain in the

present.

Taal graduated in 2015 from Gray’s School of Art, Aberdeen with a BA Hons in Contemporary

Art Practice. She was a 2019 RAW Academy fellow at RAW Material Company, Dakar and Artist

in Residence at Talbot Rice Gallery, Edinburgh, 2018-20. In 2020 her work was presented at

Glasgow Short Film Festival, Tramway, Glasgow, Glasgow Women’s Library. Her work was part

of the Berwick Film and Media Arts Festival, 2018. Other exhibitions include: Glasgow

Women’s Library, 2019; Grand Union, Birmingham, 2018; CCA Glasgow, 2017; Galerie de l’UQAM,

Montreal, 2017; Castlefield Gallery, Manchester, 2019; New Contemporaries, Royal Scottish

Academy, 2016; Gallery of Modern Art, Glasgow, 2014. Taal was shortlisted for the 2021

Margaret Tait Award.

About NADA

The New Art Dealers Alliance (NADA) is the definitive non-profit arts organization dedicated to

the cultivation, support, and advancement of new voices in contemporary art. The third

edition of NADA House, returns to Governors Island with 66 galleries, non-profits, artist-run

spaces, and curators, presenting over 100 artists. The collaborative, public exhibition takes

place 8 May – 1 August, 2021 in an expanded format, with gallery presentations in over 50

rooms in three neighboring turn-of-the-century colonial revival buildings.

About Patricia Fleming Gallery

Patricia Fleming Gallery was founded in 2012 in a former industrial building in Glasgow’s

Merchant City. It represents emerging, mid-career and established contemporary artists,



covering a breadth of artistic practices. Since its opening the gallery has been committed to

providing the support required for artists to take risks with their practice, while working

closely with artists to develop a route to the market, often for the first time.

The gallery champions work that engages the public, while developing the conditions for

adventurous collecting; socially engaged works, sculpture, installation, film and

performance. December 2020, marked the beginning of its reconfigured programme, SHIFT,

which includes the representation of new artists and exciting collaborations.

www.patricia-fleming.com

gallery@patricia-fleming.com
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